Building Knowledge
through Text Sets

8/10/2020

Matt Reher

Vice President of Teaching & Learning 3
American Reading Company
Y @GeauxMattReher

Students are working hard.

* Working on class-related
activities 88% of the time

* Meeting the demands of their
assignments 71% of the time '

* Making As and Bs more than
50% of the time

7%

demonstrating mastery of grade-level standards 11"
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@High expectations from teachers
Consistent opportunities to

Mcomplete grade-appropriate
assignments

MLeaming experiences that get ‘
students deeply engaged

Mlnstruction that gets students
doing most of the thinking
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High expectations from teachers
Consistent opportunities to Nearly 40% of classrooms that serve
complete grade-appropriate predominantly students of color never receive
assignments a single grade-level appropriate assignment.
Learning experiences that get ‘ I n E
e UPPO RTUNITY
Instruction that gets students
doing most of the thinking o
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It’s clear. Grade-level text is central.

Reading & Inquiry

Independent
Practice/Writing

[ Independent

|

Grade-Level
Instruction/Text

Why Text Sets?

* Build Knowledge & Vocabulary

* Promote Inquiry & Increase
Opportunities for Connections

* Learn from Diverse Perspectives &
Reliable Narrators

* Practice Independent Reading Skills
while Applying Grade-Level Thinking
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Why Text Sets?

Build Knowledge &
Vocabulary

“Reading or listening to a series of
texts on the same topic helps
students build vocabulary 4x faster.”

(Landauer and Dumais, 1997)

“We best learn and rapidly grow our vocabulary when we associate
words in categories. In our thematic units, we are essentially
teaching students words within similar linguistic environments/
categories...even when we don’t teach each word explicitly.”

(Siedenberg, 2017)
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[ Creating a Text Set

Rule No. 1 Include multiple books for each researchable topic. ]
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Why Text Sets?
Promote Inquiry & Increase

Opportunities for Connections

“The Correspondence Concept is present
when learners begin to think about [a
topic] in ways that correspond more closely
to how experts think about [same topic].

They practice more like an expert, and they
continue to develop this knowledge
throughout their lives.

The learner has been apprenticed into

. : 4 =1 “Let the text do the
expertise through inquiry.” :

heavy lifting.”
(Wilhelm, 2007)
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creatingaTextset  |nclude books that cover the important scientific, social
Rule No. 2 studies, or genre-related content.
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Reader: Room:
Select an astronomical object to research.

Research Questions:

Physical Characteristics:
bject, Compare each

2. Place in Space:

5. Energy/Forces:V
bie

6. Cultural Depictions:

included this object a

r object

7. Current Issues: Write a letter to NASA telling them why we should
oend Govemment maonei on A ther research into this oblect

- _American e cant
., Historical Fiction
& American History

Reader: Room:
American Historical Fiction

Ancther

-
some things up? What did it
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Choose a marine animal to research.

Research Questions:

1. What does it look like? How do its physical characteristics help it
survive?

2. Describe the marine animal's behavior and explain how this behavior
helps it survive.

3. What kind of marine animal i it and how do you know?
4, How does it change throughout its life?

5. Where does it live?

6. What does it eat? What likes to eat it?

7. Is this marine animal

endangered? What
are the threats to its. .
survival? -

Pathway Forward:

Research Cards
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Why Text Sets?

Learn from Diverse Perspectives
& Reliable Narrators

“Books are sometimes windows, offering views of

worlds that may be real or imagined, familiar or

strange.

These windows are also sliding glass doors, and
readers have only to walk through in imagination to
become part of whatever world has been created or

recreated.

A window can be a mirror. Literature transforms

human experience and reflects it back to us...we can
see our own lives and experiences as part of a larger
human experience. Reading, then, becomes a means

of self-affirmation.”

(Rudine Sims Bishop)
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Creating a Text Set

Rule No. 3

Go out of your way to include numerous voices,

narrators, and authors of color.

.
13
DIVERSITY IN 20 I 8
CHILDREN S BOOKS
ge of books def
based on the 2018 publishi st iled by llu
Cooperative Children's Book Center, School of Education,
Umnm!\r of WI:OTIH-‘-M:IdISDI\
% 5% 7% 0% 2% - 50%
American Latinx Asian Pacific African/ Animals/Other White
Indians/ Islander/Asian African
First Nations Pacific American American
Our libraries should look like the world in which we live, not just the neighborhood in which we sleep.
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Creating a Text Set

Rule No. 4

Include books that accompany the core text to offer a
broader and more accurate scope of the issues.
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£ smithsonian
7 National Museum of the American Indian

Worksheet for Selecting Native American Children’s Literature
Please use the American Indian Library Association’s guidelines before using this criteria.
IHustrator_

Was it written in consultation with a Native American community? /l -

Title, Author

[ Was the book written by a Native American author?

Pathway Forward: Authent|C|ty CheCkhSt

| Does the author have in-depth expertise in the tribal community refereny

|
| Authority

Does the author have authority?

Does the author cite consultants with expertise in the tribal communt,
| | book?
Lo =
| Is the author's work recommended by scholars and organizations with experti ative

| terature?

[[s the text historicaly and culturally accurate?

Accuracy | are the illustrations historically and culturally accurate?

‘ ‘ Are the references primary-source documents or from tribal community members?

Is the information accurate?

15 the book tribally specific and does it avoid generic terms such as “The Native Americans”?

| Does the book avoid stereatypes and generalizations in its language and illust

Does the text over-generalize?

Tribally -
| specific | Are retelings or interpretations of traitiona stories that specify tribal
included in the notes?
"Duex the book contain notes and/or glossaries that verlfy or otherwise su
L of tribal languages when used? -
[[1s the dialogue realistic and free of Hollywood romanticism such as “My Son” or broken [
| English such as “Me go help"?
‘ Language

[ tfthe dilogue uses a word that is often misunderstood (such as “squaw”), are clear
| explanations of the word given in the notes or glossary?

Does the dialogue misuse words such as “papoose” (the Narragansett word for “baby”) that |
| | cannot be universally applied across tribes? [ 1]

Are the language and illustrations respectful?

[ [[Does the book show continuiy of culture, convey indigenous knowlede, v
“Weare | religions, and morals rooted in the past and connected to the present?

Is the information updated?

| stilthere ‘ Does the book present accurate portrayals of contemporary life among’
various geographical settings: on or near reservations, villages, and comm
| | wrban orrura areas? T

If you have more checkmarks in the no boxes do not use the book in the classroom but consider
using this worksheet as a tool with your students to develop their critical thinking skills instead.
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Why Text Sets?
Practice Independent Reading Skills
while Applying Grade-Level Thinking

“Focus on enhancing autonomous reasons
for reading because autonomous reading
motivation in particular leads to more
qualitative reading behavior and better
reading performance.”

(Saeed,S., & Zyngier, D. 2012)
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Creating a Text Set . .
[ Rule No. 5 Include books at a variety of reading levels.
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Readability and other scores of text
complexity; often measured by
computer software.

Pathway Forward: TeXt CO m p | EXIty

Levels of meaning, structure, language
conventionality and clarity, and knowledge
demands; often best measured by an attentive

&
<
<&
S human reader.
K
0%

Background knowledge of reader, motivation,
interests, and complexity generated by tasks
assigned; often best made by educators
employing their professional judgment.
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Creating a Text Set

Include multiple books for each researchable topic.

q Rule No. 1 <
N

creatingaTextset  |nclude books that cover the important scientific, social

. Rule No. 2 studies, or genre-related content. )

; N
Creating a Text Set Go out of your way to include numerous voices,

L Rule No. 3 narrators, and authors of color. )

; N
Creating a Text Set Include books that accompany the core text to offer a

X Rule No. 4 broader and more accurate scope of the issues. )

7
Creating a Text Set

. Rule No. 5

Include books at a variety of reading levels.
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Pathway Forward: Reﬂ eCt

What’s something What’s something you want What's something
you want to KEEP to STOP doing? you want to
doing? DO DIFFERENTLY?
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“We bring all the flaws of
humanity to this human
work of teaching, which is

why we need a loving but THE
challenging community ‘

to think through the
choices we make and see UPPO RTU NITY

them in a larger context.”

Frietag, E. (2018, October 25). Reflecting on the Opportunity Myth.

Retrieved from https://instructionpartners.org/resources/opp-myth# \
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